
Human Circumstances 
And God’s Law 

Three ‘Es’ Of 

Mental Divorce 



The greatest, most damaging 

threats to the cause of Christ 

come from professed Christians 

who affirm that 

human circumstances 

overrule Scripture 



I. EXPLANATION 



A quote 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Institutionalism: all agreed on authority… 

‘Fornication following a divorce’?? 

 

“This is to affirm that I have read bro. 
____ material.  I agreed with him that 
our differences on how to treat one 
whose mate is guilty of fornication 
following a divorce which he tried to 
avoid is a difference of judgment in the 
realm of application of the one law of 
divorce and remarriage and not the 
teaching of another law.”  



Basic position 

God does not recognize divorce or 
marriage that He does not approve. 

 [He does not consider it a divorce or 
 marriage unless He approves it.] 

Bess and Bob 

 Bess wants divorce Bob: save marriage 

No fornication 

Bess marries Bill Bob divorces Bess 

Bess divorces Bob 



Summary 

 Not all divorces are real divorces 

 Not all marriages are real marriages 

All real marriages are lawful in God’s sight 

All real divorces are lawful in God’s sight 



I. EXPLANATION 

II. EQUIVOCATION 



Equivocate 

 To use misleading language; to use a 
key word in two or more senses 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jesus uses one word to describe both 
approved and unapproved divorces 

Sign: “Fine for parking here” 

Plane: carpenter’s tool . . .   [747] 

Baptized NOT for forgiveness of sins 

Divorce: real . . . unreal 



Equivocate 

 To use misleading language; to use a 
key word in two or more senses 

Mt.5:31, made it legal… 

Mt.19:7, a command… 

 Jn.4:16-18, no husband? 

 1 Co.7:15, not under bondage… 



Lord’s hearers 

• Nobody hearing Lord’s decrees would 
conclude He used ‘divorce’ and 
‘marry’ in two different senses 

• Mt.5:31-32 

Man has power, not permission, to div. 

Same term used for scrip. / unscrip. div. 

Issue not God’s approval, but recognition 

Murder vs capital punishment… 

Man’s divorce pushes wife into adultery 



Lord’s hearers 

• Mt.5:32 

Woman is unjustly divorced 

Lord calls it ‘divorce’ 

32: allow put away woman to remarry? 

32: did she agree or protest the divorce? 

32: future hope / permission to divorce? 

The one exception belongs to person 
who puts away for fornication –  

NOT to the put away person 



Lord’s hearers 

• Mt.5:32 

• Mt.19:9 

 Does divorce mean same in both uses? 

Does God approve of man’s frivolous div.? 

Does God call it divorce?  Yes! 



Lord’s hearers 

• Mt.5:32 

• Mt.19:9 

 Does marry mean both approved and 

unapproved actions?  (v.9, 10) 

Does God approve of the man’s remarriage? 

Does God call it marriage?  Yes! 

Divorce is 
divorce 

Marriage is 
marriage 



Lord’s hearers 

• Mt.5:32 

• Mt.19:9 

 What is state of man who divorces and 

remarriages NOT for fornication? 

Does v.9 give the woman right to remarry? 

When does ‘except for fornication’ apply? 

Did this woman want the divorce?  Fight it? 



Lord’s hearers 

• Mt.5:32 

• Mt.19:9 

 The woman is put away NOT for fornication; 

what happens if she remarries another? 

‘Divorce’ (put away): 

Mt.15:23;  15:39;  18:27;  19:9. 

If sinful divorce is nothing (as some say), 

why does it matter who initiates it? 

If this woman remarries, is she still married 

to first husband?   (Polygamy?) 



Lord’s hearers 

• Mt.5:32 

• Mt.19:9 

• Mk.6:17-18 – an illustration 

 Herodias is Philip’s wife; 

Herod had ‘married’ her (17) 

Their  1marriage  is  2unlawful  (18) 

God recognizes this as ‘marriage’ though 

He does not approve it. 



Lord’s hearers 

• Mt.5:32 

• Mt.19:9 

• Mk.6:17-18 – an illustration 

• Ro.7:2-3 

 Adultery: bound to one, 
but joined to another 



I. EXPLANATION 

III. EMOTION 

II. EQUIVOCATION 



Scripture has not changed; 

emotions replace revelation 

 

 

 

 

–“But it’s not fair for innocent party 
to be put away and have to remain 
celibate” 

Car crash Murder Divorce 

Calvinism 
Denomina-
tionalism 

MDR What else? 



Emotions do not change truth 

• MDR 

–“But it’s not fair for innocent party to 
be put away and have to remain 
celibate.”    

–Is Paul unfair?  1 Co.7:10-11   

Divorce, not for fornication 

Remain unmarried or be reconciled 

Paul: divorce leaves one unmarried 

No permission for either to marry another 



How do some evade 

what Jesus said? 

Change the put away person 
into the one who puts away 

1) Husband divorces wife not for 
fornication – ‘not real divorce’ 

2) Later he remarries; now she can 
really divorce him.  Why?  Emotions 

3) What if husband never remarries??? 

4) ‘The Waiting Game’ 



How do some evade 

what Jesus said? 

Change the put away person 
into the one who puts away 

Life is not always ‘fair’ 

If Christians are immune to pain 
and problems, people will obey 
gospel for wrong reasons 



After the mental gymnastics . . . 

• All we have is what Jesus said 
(Mt.5:32) 

• We either believe it or we don’t 

 
If we embrace mental divorce 

at end of marriage, 

why not mental marriage 

at beginning? 


