
Using The Light We Have



I. The Expectation



John 3:19-21

• 19: Light came, but they loved dark

• 20: hates light (loves dark, 19)

• 21: does truth…comes to light

Usually think: ‘come to light, then do truth’

A spirit of 

disobedience 

leads to more 

darkness

A spirit of 

obedience leads 

to more

light



John 3:19-21

• 19: Light came, but they loved dark

• 20: hates light (loves dark, 19)

• 21: does truth…comes to light

Nicodemus used what he had
1. Puzzled pursuer, 3:1-2

2. Developing defender, 7:50-51

3. Devoted disciple, 19:39



John 3:19-21

John 7:17

• Problem is not ignorance of truth, 
but dislike / disgust to obey truth 
they have

• Jn.5:46-47

46For if you believed Moses, you 

would believe Me; for he wrote 

about Me.  47But if you do not 

believe his writings, how will you 

believe My words?”



John 3:19-21

John 7:17

John 12:35-36

• 35: time sensitive

• 36: belief determines destiny



John 3:19-21

John 7:17

John 12:35-36

Ph.3:15-16

• POSITION: …mature, have this mind…  

Col.3:2.

• PROBLEM: if in anything you think 
differently…  Ac.2:41-42.

• PROMISE: God will reveal even (also) 
this to you.  [In addition to know-
ledge already attained.]  Ac.17:11f.

• PREREQUISITE: …already attained, 

let us walk…  Ga.5:7;  6:16.



I. The Expectation

II. The Exhortation



1. Scripture

Attitude toward it. . .Benefits from it

 Meekness, Ph.3:12.   (Mk.12:…34)

 Maturity, 3:12 (15; 4:2-3)

 Motivation, 3:12



1. Scripture

2. Service

Serve Him with . . .

 Trembling.  Ps.2:11.  Ph.2:12

 Thoughtfulness.  Ro.12:1-2

 Trust.  Ph.2:17…30   (4:13)



1. Scripture

2. Service

3. Sanctification

Set apart from world in our . . . 

 Views, Jn.17:17.  

“Unless I am convinced by Scripture and 

plain reason - I do not accept the authority

of the popes and councils, for they have 

contradicted each other - my conscience is 

captive to the Word of God.  I cannot and I 

will not recant anything for to go against 

conscience is neither right nor safe.  God 

help me. Amen”–Luther, Diet of Worms, 4/2,1521



1. Scripture

2. Service

3. Sanctification

Set apart from world in our . . . 

 Views, Jn.17:17.  

 Ventures, 1 Th.4:3-4, 7.

 Vocabulary, 1 Pt.3:15.



1. Scripture

2. Service

3. Sanctification

4. Spirituality

Grow in our . . . 

 Adoration, Ph.1:11.

 Imitation, Ph.3:17.

 Magnification, Ph.1:20.  Lk.1:46

“cause to be large…make great…exalted, 

glorified…   Christ will be glorified in my 

person (i.e. the prestige of Christ will be 

advanced in connection w. me)” – BDAG


