
How Would God

Dress Us?



The Christian is not at the mercy of

the world’s judgment

• World’s standard exalts immorality, 
ridicules virtue and modesty.

• Christians are in danger of being 
conformed to world.  Ro.12:1-2

• Entertainers, fashion designers, 
public opinion do not determine what 
we wear.



I. God’s Standard Does Not 
Specify Every Sin



Biblical Principles

• 1 Tim.4:8; 6:17

• Hb.5:12-14

–Mt.6:33, first – kingdom of God.

–Ro.14:13, cause of stumbling?

–Ro.14:23, heart of a sinner.

–1 Co.6:12, aid…hinder?  addictive? 

–1 Co.15:33, dangerous friends.

–1 Pt.2:21, what would Jesus do?

God’s principles are not always spelled out



I. God’s Standard Does Not Specify Every Sin

II. God’s Standard Includes 
Proper Dress



Gen.3:7, naked…still naked

How much to cover?

• 7: loincloths (ESV); loin coverings (NASB)

• 7: their solution fell short of God’s    
standard [still naked] 

• 21: ‘clothed them’ [naked no more]

‘the amount of skin covered is

not known, but at least the private 

parts of the body’ – Swanson



Gen.3:21, naked no more
• 7: loincloths (ESV); loin coverings (NASB)

• 21: tunics, garments (ESV, etc.)

A tunic, an inner garment next the skin 

(Lv.16:4); also worn by women (…2 Sm. 

13:18); generally with sleeves, coming 

down to the knees, rarely to the ancles
– Gesenius; Wilson 



Gen.3:21, naked no more
• 7: loincloths (ESV); loin coverings (NASB)

• 21: tunics, garments (ESV, etc.)

tunic, garment, i.e., clothing as a covering 

more complete than a loincloth, a basic 

garment reaching the knees and so a 

common garment for common wear and 

work – Swanson

“…a kind of shirt without sleeves, 

reaching down to the knees” 
– Cambridge Bible for Sch. & Col., Ryle.    Jn.19:23



Gen.3:21, naked no more
• 7: loincloths (ESV); loin coverings (NASB)

• 21: tunics, garments (ESV, etc.)

•

• Gn.3: not just ‘private parts’

23 And those members of the body which we 

think to be less honorable, on these we 

bestow greater honor; and our unpresent-

able parts have greater modesty, 24 but our 

presentable parts have no need.  But God 

composed the body, having given greater 

honor to that part which lacks it –1 Co.12



Ex.20:26; 28:42

• Priests wore linen under-garments 
(from waist to thighs) 

‘breeches of the Hebrew priests, so called 

from their hiding and concealing their 

nakedness’ – Gesenius

‘from the loins even unto the thigh they 

shall reach; they were to reach above the 

navel near the heart, and to the end of the 

thigh, which is the knee’ (Maimonides, d.1204) –Gill



1 Pt.3:3-4, emphasis . . .

. . .NOT on clothes, but inner beauty

Gentle spirit: not overly impressed by a 

sense of one’s self-importance, gentle, 

humble, considerate, meek – BDAG. 

Quiet spirit: quiet, well-ordered.  Calm tran-

quility: free from passion, pride, envy.  

One thing attracts attention:  sweet, godly 

character.



1 Tim.2:9-10

• Apparel: clothing as a symbol of 
behavior – manner of dress – L-N.

–10: if godly, dress like it.



1 Tim.2:9-10

• Apparel: clothing as a symbol of behavior 

• Modest: orderly, decent, modest (A-S; 

Vine).



1 Tim.2:9-10

• Apparel: clothing as a symbol of behavior

• Modest: orderly, decent, modest

• Propriety: sense of shame, modesty 
(A-S; L-N; L-S).  

It is that ‘shamefastness,’ or pudency, 

which shrinks from overpassing the limits 

of womanly reserve and modesty, as well 

as from the dishonour which would justly 

attach thereto – Trench.    Bashful.   Jer.6:15



1 Tim.2:9-10
• Apparel: clothing as a symbol of behavior

• Modest: orderly, decent, modest

• Propriety: sense of shame, modesty

• Moderation: self-control, chastity (L-S).

‘It is that habitual inner self-government, 

with its constant rein on all the passions 

and desires, which would hinder the 

temptation to this from arising, or at all 

events from arising in such strength as 

should overbear the checks and barriers 

which [shamefastness] opposed to it’ –Trench



I. God’s Standard Does Not Specify Every Sin

III. God’s Standard 
Condemns Immodest Dress

II. God’s Standard Includes Proper Dress



1. It damages or destroys our influence

 Tale of two women

 Vashti, Est.1:9-12

 Herodias’ daughter, Mk.6

 Which met God’s standard?

 Mt.5:16; Ph.2:15



1. It damages or destroys our influence

2. It presents a stumblingblock to 
others

 Tale of two men

 Joseph, Gn.39:10-12

 David, 2 Sm.11

 “If a man lusts after me, it’s his 
fault for having a dirty mind.” 

 David: a man after God’s heart!  

 Mt.5:27-29; 18:6



1. It damages or destroys our influence

2. It presents a stumblingblock to others

3. It is inconsiderate.

 1 Corinthians 8:…10-13

 Issue is NOT that eating meat is 
wrong

 Issue is love of brothers and glory 
of God



Consider:

Some dresses are modest while 
standing, but become immodest 
when sitting.

You can always find clothes that are 
unquestionably modest.  Why choose 
those that leave doubts?

Clothes can tarnish our example as 
easily as drunkenness, cursing, and 
losing our temper.  Pr.7:10.



Consider:

Immodesty is an advertisement for 
satan.   Pr.7:10.   

Blessed is the one who refuses to be 
a stumblingblock to others.

Blessed is the one who refuses to 
compromise his/her modesty 
because ‘everybody is doing it’ 
(wants to be chaste, not chased).



Consider:

Blessed is the one who determines to 
do better than the worst.  

E.g.: “Most people wear incredibly 
immodest clothes. 

If I do a little better than they do, 
I’m modest enough.”


