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1.  Tests in school are always easier when you know 

which questions are on the test!!

2.  We will all stand before Christ in Judgment! 2Cor5:10

3.  Luke 18:15-17 is one of the many passages that give 

us the answers to this “test” or evaluation!!

4. We want to reflect on this passage and observe, how 

does one “receive the kingdom…as a little child.”
a.  Context

b.  Answering a Possible Contradiction!

c.  Six Observations…
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1.  Jesus in his 3rd year of preaching 
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B.  Our Text…

15 Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch 

them; but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.  16 But 

Jesus called them to Him and said, "Let the little children come 

to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of 

God.  17 "Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.“



II.  Answering a Possible Contradiction…

A.  There is a Potential Problem…

1.  Luke 18 teaches that Christians are to be as little children

2.  But, 1 Cor 3 & Hebrews 5 rebuke Christians for being “babes” -

Is there a contradiction? 



1 Corinthians 3:1-2

1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as 

to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to 

babes in Christ.  
2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; 

for until now you were not able to receive 

it, and even now you are still not able;
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1 Corinthians 3:1-2

1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as 

to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to 

babes in Christ.  
2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; 

for until now you were not able to receive 

it, and even now you are still not able;

Hebrews 5:12-14

12 For though by this time you ought to be 

teachers, you need someone to teach you 

again the first principles of the oracles of 

God; and you have come to need milk and 

not solid food.  
13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is 

unskilled in the word of righteousness, for 

he is a babe.  
14 But solid food belongs to those who are of 

full age, that is, those who by reason of use 

have their senses exercised to discern both 

good and evil.

Luke 18:16-17

16 But Jesus called them to Him 

and said, "Let the little children 

come to Me, and do not forbid 

them; for of such is the 

kingdom of God.  
17 "Assuredly, I say to you, 

whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child 

will by no means enter it.“

Is there a 

Contradiction?
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A.  There is a Potential Problem…

1.  Luke 18 teaches that Christians are to be as little children

2.  But, 1 Cor 3 & Hebrews 5 rebuke Christians for being “babes” -

Is there a contradiction? 

B.   The simple and clear answer…

1.  1 Cor 3:1-2 is condemning spiritual immaturity - one that does 

not Grow in the faith - 2 Peter 3:18, 1 Peter 2:1ff

2.  In Luke 18, Jesus is commenting on Christian character.

C.  No Contradiction 

 The passages are addressing two completely different topics 

using similar analogies.



II.  Answering a Possible Contradiction…

D.  So…what Character is required of us that is also in a 

little child?

• McGarvey - “… those of a childlike spirit and disposition … 

honor the name of Christ (and) are honored of Christ as the 

greatest.”

• What Attitudes & Behaviors does a Little Child possess, that 

we must also have, to “Receive the Kingdom of God”?



III.  Christian Character as a “Little Child”…

1.  TRUSTING

a.  A child is naturally trusting of their parents

• They have total faith and belief in their parents – so much so as 

they do not worry about anything!

• Sometimes this is even a problem – strangers!
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1.  TRUSTING

a.  A child is naturally trusting of their parents

• They have total faith and belief in their parents – so much so as 

they do not worry about anything!

• Sometimes this is even a problem – strangers!

b.  We must be trusting of our Father!!

• Ps 18:2  The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My 

God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation, my stronghold.

• Matthew 6:19-34 – Seek first the kingdom of God!

 Worry is a Faith Problem (Vs 30); common in Adults

• Our Faith & Trust should be in our Father – NOT in Men

 False Teachers:  1 Tim 4:1ff, 2 Peter 2:1ff
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2.  OBEDIENT

a.  Children want to please their parents!

• This is a natural reaction within a child…they want praise.

• They often go out of their way to do special things…

• As a child grows, they want to obey out of love & appreciation
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2.  OBEDIENT

a.  Children want to please their parents!

• This is a natural reaction within a child…they want praise.

• They often go out of their way to do special things…

• As a child grows, they want to obey out of love & appreciation

b.  Christians are to be Obedient before our Father!

• Ps 19:7-14!!

 How wonderful are His commands

 Intense desire to follow them!

• Re 22:14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they 

may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates 

into the city.

• We should want our Father to be please with our Behavior!
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a.  A child completely depends upon its Parents

• For their Physical needs - Food, Home, Clothing, Safety

• For their Emotional needs – Love & Comfort

• This is their nature, and they do not even consider it!



III.  Christian Character as a “Little Child”…
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a.  A child completely depends upon its Parents

• For their Physical needs - Food, Home, Clothing, Safety

• For their Emotional needs – Love & Comfort

• This is their nature, and they do not even consider it!

b.  Christians are to be Dependant on our Father!

• Matthew 6:31-34, Phil 4:12-13

• Dependence Breeds Thankfulness!!  Romans 1:20-23

• Some do not Understand or Appreciate our Blessings!!

• No Prayer, No Thanks or No Reading his Word for Guidance

• When we become less dependant, we become independent, and 

we often wander/stray from God - Ps 119:10,21
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• A Loving and tender attitude is a natural reaction within a little 
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• Little children desire to cling and hold on to their parents, they 

deeply love them!
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4.  LOVING

a.  A child is naturally affectionate to their parents

• A Loving and tender attitude is a natural reaction within a little 

child

• Little children desire to cling and hold on to their parents, they 

deeply love them!

b.  Christians to be naturally loving to God and Others!!

• Mark 12:28ff - Love God with ALL Heart, Soul, Mind & Strength!

 We should have a strong affection and appreciation for our 

Heavenly Father

 Shows in our behavior: attendance, fervor, devotion

• We should love our neighbors, to include our brethren!! 

1 John 4:20 - Love God and Hate brother…Liar!



III.  Christian Character as a “Little Child”…

5.  FORGIVING

a.  A child is Forgiving, Wrongs are Not Remembered

• This is a natural reaction within a little child

• A child could be greatly mistreated, but within a few minutes, the 

situation is forgotten and playing again
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5.  FORGIVING

a.  A child is Forgiving, Wrongs are Not Remembered

• This is a natural reaction within a little child

• A child could be greatly mistreated, but within a few minutes, the 

situation is forgotten and playing again

b.  Christians should be naturally Forgiving!

• Eph 4:32 - And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, just as God in Christ forgave you.

• Gal 5:22  - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness…

• Some hold grudges, bitterness & anger over wrongs – we must 

let it go, or it will become spiritually cancerous!

We must FEAR anger!  James 1:19-20, Eph 4:26-27



III.  Christian Character as a “Little Child”…

6.  INQUISITIVE – Desire for Knowledge

a.  A Little child is always desiring to Learn!

• They are constantly asking questions… there seems to be no end 

to it..and that is good!

• They have a strong, natural desire to grow in understanding and 

knowledge!
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6.  INQUISITIVE – Desire for Knowledge

a.  A Little child is always desiring to Learn!

• They are constantly asking questions… there seems to be no end 

to it..and that is good!

• They have a strong, natural desire to grow in understanding and 

knowledge!

b.  Christians are to want to Learn from their Father!

• 1 Peter 2:2 - as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, 

that you may grow thereby,

• Acts 17:10ff –Bereans; Matthew 5:6 – Hunger& Thirst for right! 

• Some have NO DESIRE to Learn or Grow! 

• Without Spiritual Growth, the church will be full of spiritually 

malnourished babes – horrible thought!



CONCLUSION…

1.  In Luke 18, Jesus comments on the requirements of his followers 

to behave as a little child.

Luke 18:16-17 “…for of such is the kingdom of God.“Assuredly, I 

say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 

little child will by no means enter it.”  Mk 10:14



CONCLUSION…

1.  In Luke 18, Jesus comments on the requirements of his followers 

to behave as a little child.

Luke 18:16-17 “…for of such is the kingdom of God.“Assuredly, I 

say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 

little child will by no means enter it.”  Mk 10:14

2. While we are commanded to mature as Christians, we must 

NEVER forget to keep the important qualities of a little child…

a.  Trusting

b.  Obedient

c.  Dependent

d.  Loving

e.  Forgiving 

f.  Inquisitive  - Desire for Knowledge

OUR SALVATION 

DEPENDS ON THIS


