




When he entered the temple, the chief 

priests and the elders of the people came to 

him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 

authority are you doing these things, and 

who gave you this authority?”  
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I. Examination Of Authority 

II. Establishment 
Of Authority 



‘Whatever is not expressly 

prohibited in the scriptures 

is permissible’ – D’Aubigne 





‘Whatever is not expressly 

prohibited in the scriptures 

is permissible’ – D’Aubigne 

▫‘Where does it say not to?’ 

▫Mirror imaging: others see things 

as you do.    Ps.50:21;  Ac.26:9 



‘Whatever is not expressly 

authorized in the scriptures 

is prohibited’ – Williston Walker 

Col.2:23, ‘self-made religion / piety’ 

Hb.7:12-14, respect for silence… 

2 Jn.9-11, boundaries  (1 Pt.4:11) 



I. Examination Of Authority 

III. Expressions 
Of Authority 

II. Establishment Of Authority 



1. A recipe lists ingredients and instructions 

2. Directions list streets to take… 

3. 2 Sm.7 



 A test case: 
Acts 15 

Direct 
statement 

Ac.15:15-17 

Approved 
example 

Ac.15:7-11 

Forced 
conclusion 
Ac.15:12  



‘Of course, if infant baptism be not found in the 

scriptures, we can have nothing to do with it.’ 


