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“For Scriptural authority he appealed chiefly and repeatedly to the words
in Rom. 5:12”

“The argument here is from the silence of Scripture”

“Whereas the previous verse appeals to the custom of the past as
excluding Judah, this verse ends with an appeal to the silence of the
Mosaic law regarding priests from Judah”
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laid down in the New Testament—independent, autonomous local
churches led by a plurality of elders”

“as to the relationship between these churches, what (if anything) were
the organizational ties between them and was there a "denomination” of
churches? Before these questions can be answered, a preliminary
question must be asked: Is the Biblical data regarding church government
merely descriptive of the way it was done then, or is it prescriptive of the
way it should be done now?! Without getting into many details, it would
seem that the related texts in the pastoral epistles are more than
descriptive — they are prescribing what ought to be as is made evident by
the exhortations therein. Paul even specifically told Timothy that he was
writing so his congregation would "know how people ought to conduct
themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and foundation of the truth” (I Tim. 3:15, NIV). Further, just as
"everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope" (Rom. 15:4), and just as "these things happened to them as
examples and were written down as warnings for us" (I Co. 10:1 | NIV),
even so the pattern for how the church should be operated, as
exemplified by the apostles, was a pattern prescribed by God that we
should do likewise” (italics original, underlining added)
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Don’t Miss This!

Note well the lesson from the Rechabites!
Jeremiah 35

Isokrates
A Greek
Died in 336 BC

“In religious matters...our forefathers were neither inconsistent nor irregular in their worship or
celebrations.... Their only concern was not to weaken the religion of their fathers or introduce
unwanted innovations; for in their eyes piety consisted not in lavish expenditure but in leaving

untouched what their forefathers had bequeathed to them.”
(Areopagiticus, 7.29ff)
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I W-LECl The Issue is in Consistency.
Others see it!

We see it!

Or, their issue is inconsistency.

* Philip Schaff (German Reformed): “The necessity of baptism for salvation has been inferred
from John 3:5 and Mark 16:16; but while we are bound to God’s ordinances, God himself is
free and can save whomsoever and by whatsoever means he pleases.” (HCC, 1.§54)



